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HC stays ban on student politics at Buet

Protesters ask VC to take legal steps for politics-free campus; BCL welcomes court order

The agitating Buet students yesterday demanded that the university ensure a politics-free campus through legal means after
the High Court stayed a university order banning student politics on campus.

The university banned politics on campus after a group of Bangladesh Chhatra League men murdered second-year student Abrar
Fahad inside the Sher-e-Bangla Hall on October 7, 2019.

Following a writ filed by Buet student and Chhatra League leader Imtiaz Hossain Rahim Rabbi, the HC bench of Justice Md
Khosruzzaman and Justice KM Zahid Sarwar yesterday stayed the effectiveness of the university notice that banned student
politics.

Since Friday, students have been demanding expulsion of Imtiaz and the removal of Prof Mizanur Rahman from the post of director
of the Directorate of Students' Welfare for what they said was his failure to keep the campus free from politics, an allegation Prof
Mizanur refutes

The students alleged that Imtiaz led over 100 Chhatra League activists to a gathering on campus in the wee hours of Thursday,
violating the ban on student politics.

Meanwhile, a group of Chhatra League leaders yesterday welcomed the HC order.

Around 5:45pm, about 10 Chhatra League supporters and activists, including some from Buet, placed wreaths at the portrait of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in front of the Buet Shaheed Minar.

Former Buet student Hasin Azfar, now the ICT affairs secretary of the central Chhatra League, was among the participants.

"We have to comply with what the High Court order says, and we cannot be accused of contempt of court.”

— Buet Vice-Chancellor Prof Satya Prasad Majumder

Chhatra League called for human chains to be formed in all educational institutions in the country today demanding the
reinstatement of student politics on Buet campus.

The student body also called a press conference at Madhur Canteen of Dhaka University at 11:00am.

STUDENTS' SAY

The Buet students in a press briefing yesterday evening said, "We, the students, are requesting our honourable vice-chancellor to
fulfil the aspiration of all students and ensure a politics-free campus through legal process ... ."

Political leaders from outside entering the campus on Thursday and their show of force is a violation of the university rules, the
statement went on to say.

The students recalled Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's statement on October 9, 2019, "They [Buet] have a syndicate and a
committee. They can do it [ban student politics]. We won't interfere in it."

Following this, Buet banned all kinds of organisational politics on campus in response to demands of Buet teachers and students,
the students said.

They urged the university to properly put forward the opinions of students before the judiciary.

Vowing to resist fundamentalism unitedly, they said Buet campus without student politics is the most secure and education-
friendly.

BUET VC'S RESPONSE

Following the High Court order, Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology Vice-Chancellor Prof Satya Prasad Majumder
said they have to comply with the HC order.

Talking to reporters at his office, he said, "We have to comply with what the High Court order says, and we cannot be accused of
contempt of court.

"We are yet to receive the High Court order."

He said they would go for the next legal step after receiving the order.

BUET ALUMNI MEET VC

Led by Abdus Sabur, MP, former Buet students, who are now leaders of the Institute of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB), yesterday
demanded the immediate reinstatement of student politics on Buet campus when they met the VC.

After the meeting around noon, Sabur, now president of IEB, told reporters, "We are worried and frightened by the situation on
Buet campus. We are expecting responsible behaviour from everyone, including students."

SOURCE: The daily STAR on 02/04/2024
ONLINE VERSION
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https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/politics/news/hc-allows-student-politics-buet-campus-following-bcl-leaders-writ-3579641
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/horrific-accounts-cruelty-in-abrar-murder-case-1812670
https://www.thedailystar.net/campus/news/campus-safe-no-question-about-it-3579966
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GAZA, Apr 01
(BBC/AP): Israel's military
says it has pulled out of al-
Shifa hospital in Gaza City
after a two-week raid that left
most of the major medical
complex in ruins.

Gaza's Hamas-run health
ministry said dozens of bod-
ies have been found and
locals said nearby areas were
razed. The Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) said troops had
killed and detained hundreds
of "terrorists" and found
weapons and intelligence
"throughout the hospital".

The IDF said it raided al-
Shifa because Hamas had
regrouped there. The two-
week operation saw intense
fighting and Israeli air strikes
in nearby buildings and the
surrounding area.

Wards were attacked
because Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
operatives were using them as
a base, the IDF said, accusing
Hamas fighters of fighting
inside medical departments,
setting off explosives and
burning hospital buildings.

Photos showed that al-
Shifa's main surgery building,
which housed the intensive
care unit, and the neighbour-
ing building where the emer-
gency, general surgery and
orthopaedics  departments
were located had been
destroyed.

Dozens of bodies, some
decomposed, had been found

GENOCIDE IN
PALESTINE
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Palestinians inspect the damage in the area around Gaza's Al-Shifa hospital
after the Israeli military withdrew on Monday

in and around the medical
complex which was now
"completely out of service",
the health ministry said. A
doctor told AFP news agency
more than 20 bodies had been
recovered, some crushed by
withdrawing vehicles.

On Sunday Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
head of the World Health
Organization (WHO), said
21 patients had died since al-
Shifa "came under siege".
Patients had been moved
multiple times and more than
100 had been held in an
"inadequate building" in the
compound lacking support
and medical care, he said.

Patient Barra al-Shawish
told Reuters news agency that
the Israeli troops had allowed
in a "very small amount of
food". "No treatment, no
medicine, nothing and bomb-
ing for 24 hours that didn't
stop and immense destruc-
tion in the hospital," he said.

Some of the patients were
being moved to the al-Ahli
hospital, a medic at al-Shifa
told Reuters. The IDF state-
ment said troops had "com-
pleted precise operational
activity in the area of al-Shifa
hospital and exited the area of
the hospital". During the raid
the IDF was "preventing
harm to civilians, patients,

— AFP

and medical teams", it added.

On Sunday evening, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said al-Shifa had
become "a terrorist lair" and
that more than 200 members
of Palestinian armed groups,
including senior figures, had
been killed, with others sur-
rendering.

Some 900 people were
detained in and around al-
Shifa, Israel says, with more
than 500 of them subsequent-
ly found to be members of
Hamas and Palestinian
Islamic Jihad.

Israelis stage largest protest

since war began

Tens of thousands of

Gaza hospital in ruins after Israeli raid
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Israelis thronged central
Jerusalem on Sunday in the
largest anti-government
protest since the country went
to war in October. Protesters
urged the government to
reach a cease-fire deal to free
dozens of hostages held in
Gaza by Hamas militants
and to hold early elections.

Israeli society was broadly
united immediately after Oct.
7, when Hamas killed some
1,200 people during a cross-
border attack and took 250
others hostage. Nearly six
months of conflict have
renewed divisions over the
leadership of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu,
though the country remains
largely in favor of the war.

Netanyahu has vowed to
destroy Hamas and bring all
the hostages home, yet those
goals have been elusive.
While Hamas has suffered
heavy losses, it remains
intact.

Roughly half the hostages
in Gaza were released during
a weeklong cease-fire in
November. But attempts by
international mediators to
bring home the remaining
hostages have failed. Talks
resumed on Sunday with no
signs that a breakthrough
was imminent,

Hostages' families believe
time is running out, and they

are getting more vocal about
their  displeasure  with
Netanyahu.

SOURCE: The daily FINANCIAL EXPRESS on

02/04/2024

Compiled by: AKM Habibur Rahman (Sr. Cataloguer)
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1) PS to the Vice-Chancellor for kind information of the Vice-Chancellor.

2) Preserve, Library Archive Section.
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