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SOURCE: The daily S197&<¥ on
01/02/2024.

PSTU VC Prof

Hafiza elected
Asiatic Society VP

Our Correspondent

PABNA, Jan 31: Vice-
Chancellor (VC) of Pabna
Science and
Technology
University g
(PSTU)
Professor
Dr Hafiza
Khatun has
been elect- |
ed vice-
president of Bangladesh
Asiatic Society.

The election was held on
Tuesday afternoon.

Chief Election
Commissioner Professor
Sharifullah Bhuiyan

announced the result. She
has been elected for the
second time with 533
votes.

Former VC of National
University Prof Harun-Or-
Rashid has been made
president, and  Prof
Mohammad Siddikur
Rahman Khan of Dhaka
University general secre-

tary.
Professor Dr Hafiza
Khatun was born on 12 July

1954. She joined the teach-
ing profession in the
Department of Geography
(Department of Geography
and Environment) of
Dhaka University in 1986.

After retiring from a long
teaching career at Dhaka
University, she is currently
serving as the VC of PSTU
from April 12, 2022.

SOURCE: The daily OBSERVER
on 01/02/2024.
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GENOCIDE IN PALESTINE

Gaza faces
humanitarian
collapse: UN

Battles rage

Agence France-Presse -
Palestinian Territories

ARTILLEEY fire pounded
southern Gaza early on
Wednesday as Israel said
it has bepun flooding Ha-
mas tunnels and mediators
sought a halt to the nearly
four-momth war.

The focus of the fighting
in recent weeks has been
Ehan Yunis, the southemn
Gaza Strip’s main city, where
an AFP comespondent re-
ported constant air strikes
and shelling overnight.

The health ministry re-

corded at least 125 deaths
across the Hamas-ruled ter-
ritory in the latest Israsli
atrikes.

UN agency chiefs said
a bhitter row over the main
aid agency for Palestinians
could ‘have catastrophic
consequences for the people
of Gaza'.

Major donors, including
Israel's top ally the United
States and Germany, have
suspended funding to the
UM agency for Palestinmian
refupees, UNEWA, over ac-
cusations that several staff

Continued on page 2 Col. 1

Gaza faces humanitarian collapse

Continued from page 1
members were involved in
the October 7 attack that
sparked tha war.

Withholding the funds
was ‘perilous and would re-
sult in the collapse of the hu-
manitarian system in Gaza’',
the heads of the TN aganciss
said in a joint statement.

Meanwhile mediation ef-
forts pathered pace follow-
ing a Sunday meeting of top
U5, Israali, Egyptian and Qa-
tari officials that produced a
proposad framewaork for a
new truce and hostage re-
leasze,

A Hamas official said that
a delegation headed by the
group's leader Ismail Hani-
veh ‘will be in Cairo today
or tomorrow  (Wednesday
or Thursdav)' to discuss the
proposal.

The war was triggerad by
Hamas's October 7 attack on
Israel, which resulted in the
deaths of around 1,140 peo-

SOURCE: The daily NEW AGE on

01/02/2024.

ple, mostly civilians, accord-
ing to an AFF tally based on
official figuras.

Militamts  also  seized
about 250 hostages. Israsl
says 132 of them remain
In Gaza including at least
29 people believed to have
been killed.

Following the deadliest
attack in Israel’s history, its
military launched a with-
ering air, land and sea of-
fensive that has killed at
least 26,900 people in Gaza,
most of them women
and children, according to
the territory’s health minis-
irv.

The Israsli army said on
Wednesday its troops had
killed 15 “terrorists’ in north-
em Gaza, and captured 10
militants during a raid on a
school where they were al-
legedly hiding.

In Khan Yunis, where the
Hamas povernment media
office said there were ‘doz-

Chancellor.

ens of air raids" overnight,
vast areas have been re-
duced to a muddy wasteland
of bombed-out buildings.

According to witnesses,
artillery shells hit the area
of Masser Hospital, the city’s
largest, where the UN hu-
manitarian agency OCHA
has said thousands of dis-
placed Falastinians are shel-
tering.

The Falestinian Red Cres-
cent said on social media
platform X that ‘Tsraeli shell-
ing and gunfire continue'
around another hospital in
Ehan Yumis.

Staff and patients at the
FRed Crescent’s Al-Amal
Hospital “and thousands of
displaced people, primarily
children and women, live in
constant fear and ancdety”, it
said.

Israel accuses Hamas of
operating from tunnels un-
der hospitals in Gaza and of
using medical facilities as

1) PS to the Vice-Chancellor for kind information of the Vice-

2) Preserve, Library Archive Section.

command centres, a charge
denied by the Falestinian
group, designated a ‘terror-
ist’ organisation by the Euro-
pean Union and the Unitad
States,

The Israeli military said it
had begun flooding the tun-
nels with water in a bid to
‘neutralise the threat of Ha-
mas’ subterranean natwork’.

An AFP journalist wit-
nessed people flesing Khan
Yunis on Thesday as explo-
sions sounded nearby.

We left Nasser Hospi-
tal... under tank fire and
air strikes. We dido’t know
where to go,’ said one wom-
an.

“We're out in the cold, left
to fend for ourselves.”

Qatar, which helped hro-
ker a previous trmce and
hostage release in Novem-
ber, voiced hope an initial
deal now being negotiated
might lead to a permanent
ceasefire.
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