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OIC sec gen
greets PM
on her
re-election

Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (0OIC)
Secretary-General Hissein
Brahim Taha has extended
heartfelt congratulations
and warmest felicitations
on behalf of OIC and on
his own behalf to Sheikh
Hasina on her re-election
as prime minister, reports
BSS.

"The clear mandate
granted to you for the
fourth consecutive term by
the Bangladeshi elec-
torates is indicative of
their trust in your leader-
ship and vision for a devel-
oped Bangladesh," reads a
letter of the OIC secre-
tary-general sent to the
premier recently.

Taha said he is confi-
dent that Sheikh Hasina
with her wisdom and
wealthy experience will
continue to steer the
affairs of her country in
the years ahead to realise
the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Bangladesh for
peace, unity and develop-
ment.
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SOURCE: The daily FINANCIAL EXPRESS on 26/01/2024.
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GENOCIDE IN PALESTINE

12 killed at Gaza shelter
as fighting rages

BBC Online

At least 12 people were killed and 75 injured when a UN
facility sheltering civilians was struck in Khan Younis in
southern Gaza, the UN's Palestinian refugee agency
says.

UNRWA said two shells hit its Khan Younis Training
Centre during fighting in the city's western outskirts.

Its commissioner condemned the "blatant disregard of
basic rules of war".

Israel's military said it had ruled out that the incident
was the result of an air or artillery strike by its forces.

It added that it was reviewing Israeli operations near-
by and examining the possibility that it was "Hamas
fire".

Israeli troops have been battling Hamas fighters as
they advance into western Khan Younis, a day after the
military said it had completely encircled the city.

Clashes and bombardment around the city's two main
hospitals have also left thousands of patients, staff and
others unable to leave.

The conflict was triggered by an unprecedented cross-
border attack by Hamas gunmen on southern Israel on7
October, in which about 1,300 people were killed and
about 250 others taken hostage.

More than 25,700 people have been killed in Gaza
since then, according to the territory's Hamas-run health
ministry.

An estimated 1.7 million people - nearly three-quar-
ters of the population - have also been displaced by the
past 12 weeks of fighting and many of them are shelter-
ing inside UN facilities or near them.

The Khan Younis Training Centre is one of the largest
UNRWA shelters, Contd on page-11- Col-1
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with between 30,000 and 40,000 people said to be living
inside its grounds.

UNRWA said the compound was clearly marked, that
its co-ordinates had been shared with Israeli authorities,
and that it and the civilians inside had to be protected
under international law.

However, at least six displaced people were killed and
many more injured when the training centre was struck
on Monday during intense fighting in the surrounding
area, accordmg to the agency.

On Wednesday afternoon, UNRWA's Gaza director,
Thomas White, said a building at the facility that was
housing 800 people from northern Gaza was hit.

In an interview with the BBC from Rafah in the
evening, he said the bmldmg was struck by "two tank
rounds" and that at least nine people were killed.

On Thursday morning, Mr White issued a statement
saying the building was "hit by two shells and caught
fire". Twelve people had now been confirmed dead and
15 of the injured were in a critical condition, he added.

"A number of missions lo assess the situation were
denied. Yesterday evening, the UN finally managed to
reach the affected areas to treat trauma patients, bring
medical supplies and evacuate injured patients to Raf

He added: "The situation in Khan Younis underscores
a consistent failure to uphold the fundamental princi-
ples of international humanitarian law: distinction, pro-
portionality and precautions in carrying out attacks.
This is unacceptable and abhorrent and must stop."

In response to UNRWA's initial reports, the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) said: "After an examination of our operational
systems, the IDF has currently ruled out that this incident is
a result of an aerial or artillery strike by the IDE"

SOURCE: The daily NEW NATION on 26/01/2024.
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